
Rustad said the 
letter was sent to 60 
hereditary chiefs. 

“When we are 
engaging with these 
nations we want 
to make sure that 
everyone has all the 
information in terms 
of discussions that are 
going on so that no 
one is surprised by it.”

However, one 
recipient of the 
proposal, Hereditary 

Chief William 
Blackwater, Sr., said 
some of the other 
chiefs he talked to 
never got the letter – 
which was dated June 
25.

He thinks he got 
the letter by mistake 
but he isn’t interested 
in the proposal 
anyways.  

“As a chief  of a 
major Gitxsan house 
we are not interested 
in negotiating a treaty 

of any type. The days 
of treaty making are 
over.”

Blackwater said 
the deal is an insult 
and he did the math. 
Twelve million divided 
by each member of 
the Gitxsan works out 
to about $1,400 each 
and about $366 per 
square kilometre.

“No pipeline of 
any sort will ever cross 
my territory. The risk 
to a lifestyle that has 

existed for hundreds 
and hundreds of years 
is just too great.”

He said if  
construction is forced 
through, they are 
interested in long 
term benefits based 
upon the value of 
the product flowing 
through the pipe.

Blackwater will be 
meeting with other 
chiefs on July 30 to 
discuss the matter 
further. 

He has already 
sent a letter back to 
Laurel Nash, the chief  
negotiator for the 
lands branch of the 
ministry of aboriginal 
relations and 
reconciliation stating 
he is not interested in 
the offer. 

He also wrote that 
the signing bonus is 
rejected and he will 
not be pressured 
into taking action on 
arbitrary deadlines. 
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The KSM Project achieves signifi cant milestones 
June and July have been eventful months for Sea-
bridge Gold’s KSM Project, marked with several positive 
achievements for the proposed gold-copper-silver-mo-
lybdenum mine located 65 kilometers north of Stewart. 
The fi rst highlight was the BC Environmental Assessment 
Offi ce referral of the KSM Project Environmental Assess-
ment (EA) application to the BC Minister of Energy and 
Mines and the BC Minister of Environment for a deci-
sion. The Ministers have until August 4, 2014 to decide 
whether to issue an EA Certifi cate, decline to issue an 
EA Certifi cate or order that further assessment be con-
ducted. Seabridge looks forward to sharing the Ministers’ 
decision with you in its next story.  
The second highlight was the release by the federal Can-
adian Environmental Assessment Agency (CEAA) of its 
comprehensive report on KSM which has been submitted 
for Ministerial decision at the federal level. The report fi nds 
that the KSM Project is likely to have no signifi cant adverse 
environmental effects. A federal decision is expected this fall.
These referrals represent more than six and a half years 
of work and effort from an extended group of people in-
cluding Seabridge staff and consultants, Treaty and First 
Nations, provincial and federal government offi cials, US 
and State of Alaska regulators and community mem-
bers. Seabridge is grateful for everyone’s contribution to 
undertaking a thorough and comprehensive EA process.
Recognizing positive Treaty and First Nation relations
Seabridge has worked hard to ensure Treaty and First 
Nations involvement in the EA process. This effort was 
recently recognized by two positive events. 
The fi rst was establishment of a Benefi ts Agreement with 
Nisga’a Nation that institutes a long-term co-operative 
relationship between Seabridge and the Nisga’a Nation 
under which the Nisga’a Nation will support development 
of the Project, participate in economic benefi ts from the 
Project and provide ongoing advice.  The Agreement in-
cludes commitments by Seabridge regarding jobs and 
contracting opportunities at the KSM Project, education 
and training, fi nancial payments and a framework for 

working together on ongoing development matters. This 
comprehensive agreement also addresses concerns ex-
pressed by the Nisga’a Nation around the potential en-
vironmental and social impacts of the KSM Project.
The second was an agreement established with the 
Gitanyow Wilps represented by the Gitanyow Hereditary 
Chiefs Offi ce (the “Gitanyow Huwilp”).  Under the agree-
ment, Seabridge agrees to provide funding for certain 
programs relating to wildlife, fi sh and water quality mon-
itoring to address some of the concerns raised by the 
Gitanyow Huwilp, as well as for a committee to estab-
lish a means of maintaining communications about KSM 
Project related issues.
Regulatory process next steps
As part of the regulatory process, Seabridge will be hold-
ing community information sessions in northwestern BC 
in August to discuss the KSM Project, including the tail-
ings management facility’s (TMF) location, explain how 
the TMF’s dam structure has been designed and share 
how fi sh habitat and aquatic life will be protected.
Watch for notices in your community papers for the dates 
and locations of the meetings for your opportunity to 
learn more. You can also visit the project website www.
ksmproject.com and the Smithers and Dease Lake com-
munity offi ces for more information and news.

The KSM Project: Responsible Development 

KSM Working Group members participating in one of the many 
meetings during the Environmental Assessment process.
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Ronald McDonald House® BC 
is growing.

The new Ronald McDonald House BC opens in June. 
A home away from home for seriously ill children 
receiving treatment at BC Children’s Hospital, the 
new and bigger House has enough room to welcome 
73 families every day, keeping 2,500 families per year 
together when it matters most.
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even worse. God says, “If 
my people, who are called 
by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and 
seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from 
heaven, and I will forgive 
their sin and will heal their 
land.”  2 Chronicles 7:14. 
Let's follow God's pattern 
for safe, Golden Rule 
communities that are 
blessed with wholeness 
and hope. Join CHP today 
and do more than just 
"hope for the best"!       

 
chp.ca 

call us: 250-846-5605 
visit booth #15 at the fair 

The Christian Heritage 
Party offers a sound 
alternative to Canada's 
current leadership. This 
country became great 
because of the Judeo- 
Christian heritage of those 
whose values built it. But 
the 21st Century finds us 
slipping off that strong 
foundation and suffering 
the consequences. 
Abortion, sexual 
perversion, promiscuity, 
adultery, greed and lust 
for power are leading our 
little ones astray. If we 
continue on this road our 
social problems will get  

Gitxsan Chief says no to LNG money
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