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OVERVIEW:  

Mine development in Canada requires a 
Permitting Process which includes 
Environmental Assessment (EA)
approvals followed by operating permit 

 
required by the approved project.  
Environmental Assessments support better 
decision-making and result in  

 
for public 

participation and Indigenous  
that contribute 

to responsible development of natural 
resources in Canada. In British Columbia, major 
projects require a provincial EA, led by the BC 
Environmental Assessment 

 
Environmental Assessment includes provisions 
for cooperation and coordinated action 
between the two orders of government. The 

 assessment 
and evaluates that potential 
environmental, economic, social, heritage and 
health effects that may occur during the 
lifetime of a major project are thoroughly 
assessed. Gaining provincial and federal EA 
approvals for a Project enable proponents to 

permits required to 
construct and operate the project. This 
document has been prepared to provide an 
overview of the processes completed by 
Seabridge Gold’s KSM Project in British 
Columbia.



BC EA Process

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ROADMAP
APPLICATION DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION EVALUATION

DOES THE PRODUCT NEED AN EA?1 WHO WILL BE INVOLVED?2 WHAT NEEDS TO BE STUDIED?3 IS ALL THE REQUIRED 
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APPLICATION REVIEW DECISION PERIOD POST-CERTIFICATE ACTIVITIES

COULD THE PROJECT HAVE 
ADVERSE EFFECTS?

5 WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF THE 
EA?

6 SHOULD THE PROJECT PROCEED 
TO THE NEXT STEP?

7 IS THE PROJECT BEING BUILT AND 
OPERATED AS APPROVED?

8
CONSULTATION PERIOD (typically 30 days)

180 DAY REVIEW PERIOD 45 DAY REVIEW PERIOD LIFE OF THE PROJECT
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/environmental-assessments/guidance-documents/eao-guidance-certificate-holder-amendments.pdf
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AMENDMENT TO THE BC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CERTIFICATE

STEP 1: 
Pre-Application

STEP 2: 
Application 
Submitted

STEP 3: 
Review of 
Application

STEP 4: 
Assessment of 
Application

STEP 5: 
Decision

〉 Certificate Holder  
   contacts EAO with  
   respect to their      
   interest in amending  
   their EA certificate to  
   accommodate a name  
   change, a change in  
   ownership of the  
   project, or any change  
   in a certificate     
   condition or certified  
   project description.
〉 EAO describes the
   process in general  
   terms, and assigns a  
   Project Lead to the  
   amendment.
〉 EAO confirms whether  
   an amendment is   
   required and advises  
   the Certificate Holder  
   of additional  
   information required.
〉 Certificate Holder  
   gathers the required  
   information,      
   undertaking any  
   studies or public or  
   Aboriginal         
   consultation that is
   required.

〉 Certificate Holder  
   submits an    
   amendment     
   application that  
   includes a description  
   of the change being  
   requested and all the  
   required information.
〉 EAO reviews the
   application.
〉 If the application does
   not contain all the  
   required information,  
   EAO will return it to  
   the Certificate Holder.
〉 If the application is  
   complete, EAO will  
   determine whether  
   the application is for a  
   Simple, Typical or  
   Complex amendment  
   and levies the    
   appropriate fee (as per  
   the Environmental  
   Assessment Fee  
   Regulation).
〉 The Certificate Holder
   pays the required fee.
〉 EAO commences the
   application review.

〉 The Project Lead  
   completes the     
   assessment of the  
   application.
〉 The Project Lead
   produces EAO’s  
   Assessment of the  
   Application for a  
   Certificate  
   Amendment report  
   and, as appropriate,  
   shares with the     
   Certificate Holder and  
   working group      
   members in draft form.
〉 Once finalized, the
   Project lead provides  
   EAO’s report or other  
   decision support  
   materials to EAO’s  
   Executive Director (or  
   delegated decision  
   maker).

〉 EAO’s Executive  
   Director (or delegated  
   decision maker) makes  
   decision and informs  
   the Certificate Holder.
〉 EAO staff informs the
   Working Group,  
   including Aboriginal  
   groups, and posts the  
   amended certificate  
   and EAO’s report and  
   related materials on  
   EAO’s website.

Simple 
〉 EAO consults     
   Aboriginal groups
〉 EAO may notify     
   relevant working  
   group members of the  
   amendment  
   application

Typical
〉 EAO consults
   Aboriginal groups and   
   relevant working  
   group members
〉 EAO may require
   public consultation

Complex
〉 EAO consults
   Aboriginal groups
〉 EAO typically holds  
   formal Working Group  
   meetings and      
   comment periods
〉 EAO conducts public
   consultation period



ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS MANAGED BY THE AGENCY
Aboriginal consultation is integrated into the EA to the extent possible

Government timeline of 365 days*

EA by the Agency

PD Review
(10 days)

Determination of EA
(up to 45 days)

EA Commencement

No EA

EA by Review Panel

EA: Environmental Assessment
EIS: Environmental Impact Statement
PD: Project Description
NOC: Notice of Commencement

: Public Participation Opporunity

: Deliverable

Analysis EA Report EA Decision

Follow-up
and

Enforcement

Analysis Review by Panel EA Decision

Government timeline of 24 months*

Federal EA Process
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Government timeline of 24 months*

2008 2008 - 2009 2013 2013 - 2014 2014

Issues and Assessment Application Review Project Decisions
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KSM’s Permits and Authorizations

Provincial

Federal

Seabridge’s Engagement with Indigenous Groups and 
Community Members

Conclusion

LEARN MORE
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Explosives Factory Licence
Ammonium Nitrate Storage Facilities




